Although it is not clear where the necessary funding would come from, teachers' unions have expressed an interest in the new plans. This means that the cameras may be installed and operational as early as next year. A spokesperson from the National Teachers' Union said the cameras would 'prove useful in tackling issues such as bullying where the victim is often reluctant to come forward'.
The plans have received a mixed response from parents. Some fear this move would violate their child's right to privacy and that taped evidence might be used against them. Others have welcomed it as they feel 'something needs to be done… kids' behaviour is out of control'.
CCTV poster in Brighton
The main Head Teachers' Union (HTU) reacted positively, stating that this move would be a welcome measure in classrooms and provide a 'deterrent to poor behaviour and protect both pupils and staff from the seemingly ever-growing threat of violent behaviour within schools'. Security staff monitoring the cameras would react to events as they happened, providing much needed support to teachers. Legal experts have said that, had it been available, taped evidence would have brought a swift conclusion to the August court case in which a Head Teacher was accused of assaulting a student; an allegation that was later found to be false.
A consultation panel headed by the Minister for Education will meet later this week to discuss the proposals before making a final decision about the future of the plans. The notes you have made should give you something to say as we talk through the following points during the class/group discussion.
Using your notes on the article, take part in a class/group discussion about the ideas presented. Pointers to help structure the discussion are provided below.
• How would you feel if in every classroom there was a camera recording everything that you, your classmates and teacher were doing at every moment? • Would this be a positive or negative thing in schools? • What impact would it have? Would it make a difference or be ignored? • How do you imagine students, teachers and parents would react to the use of CCTV within schools? • Are there better ways to meet the aims of the proposal?
Extension/follow up tasks…
Choose one of the following tasks to help explore the issue further. Remember to tailor your writing to suit your purpose, audience and form. 2) Create an information leaflet on the scheme that will be sent to all students. Be factual and informative. You should make sure you convey the benefits of the scheme very clearly.
3) Write the website page for your school that outlines the proposals for parents. You should make the information clear and write informatively about the scheme and the expected impact on students.
4) You are the Director of Education and will be visiting a local school. Write a speech promoting the proposals. You should try to persuade your audience that the plans are vital and that it will be a successful scheme. You know that there will be people in the audience who are against the idea and you will need to be ready for them.
5) As a journalist, you covered the Director of Education's visit to the local school. Write an article about the visit and about the speech that was made. You should try to include some details of the speech and the reaction from the audience to the proposals.
6) There is to be public debate to discuss the proposals. Write a short statement expressing your views and plan out five questions you will ask during the debate. How will you vote?
